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SPOTLIGHT 


Retrospective 


by Lou Gianfriddo 


T'S A CAREER THAT 
has known good times and bad times, and, always, there's 
been an uphill fight. When Bret "Hit Man" Hart and Jim "The 
The Anvil” Neidhart chose to part ways with Jimmy “Mouth of 
the South"sHart in 1988, they willingly sacrificed a manager 
who was a master at distracting referees and interfering in 
Hart matches 
‘What they got instead was the satisfaction of knowing that 
every victory came through talent, toughness and toil. And 


Foundation now, as they bask in the glory of their second title reign, the 


dauntless scufflers who make up the Hart Foundation—Bret 


Hart and Jim Neidhart—can savor the fulfillment of earning 
Has Reached | terceceinine sun 


“| didn't come to the World Wrestling Federation because 
| wanted a free ride,” says the goateed Neidhart, a shotput- 
The Peak Of ting champion before his emergence in the wrestling ring. "! 
came here because | thirst for the competition. Yeah, I've 
tasted the canvas a few times. | know the smell of the inside 
The WWE of an emergency ward and the frustration of trying to sleep 
in the right position so you don't roll over on your bruises. 
But when you're able to claw your way to the top of the 
hill—the way the Hit Man and | did not once, but twice—it 
just makes you want to fight that much harder.” 


Ever since the Harts entered the WWE, they have established them- 
selves as a ferocious duo under the management of Jimmy Hart. 


WWF Wrestling Spotlight » 1991 


Hart, one of the premier tech- 
nicians in wrestling, also belie 
that the cost of fame is a worth- 
while investment. The second- 
generation wrestler remembers 
being a child in the ringside 
| seats, fantasizing about having his 
arm raised under the bright arena 
lights. "What I'm doing is living 
out a dream," he says. “When 
those fans are cheering for the 
Anvil and me, they're dreaming 
about what it would be like to fill 
our boots, battling with everything 
you have and coming out of the 
war a little scratched up but tri- 
umphant. There's nothing that 
equals the mental high of know- 
ing that everybody else's dream 
is your reality.” 

‘The radiance of mat success, 
however, comes after many dark 
hours. Hart and Neidhart know all 
too well the gloorn accompanying 
the glitter. Before capturing the 
tag team belts from Demolition at 
SummerSlam '90, there were the 
first two SummerSlams, in which 
the Hart Foundation fell short in 
their quest to procure the prize. 
There was the vicious double 
sneak attack—perpetrated by 
Rhythm & Blues and orchestrated 
by Jimmy Hart—that left both 
Foundation members injured, 
with their futures in jeopardy. 
There was Thanksgiving night 
1990, the day after Bret Hart's 
brother Dean died from kidney 
problems, and the Hart Founda- 
tion had to put it all behind them 
and proudly march to the ring to 
compete in the Survivor Series. 

This is the big time,” Hart 


S 


says. “You either give it your all, or 
you come up with nothing 
‘There's no time for tears because 
someone else'll take your spot 

| while you're crying. 

It was that “win at any price 
attitude that initially led a sullen 
Hit Man down a path he now 
characterizes as a very bad 

| detour: the camp of Jimmy Hart. 

| was like a kid from the sticks 

who just stepped off the bus in 
the big city,” Bret says. “Every- 

| thing I'saw in the World Wrestling 
Federation was so impressive that 
| was really in awe. And Jimmy 

| Hart was standing there, like 
some hustler in the bus station.” 

Jimmy Hart's message: Stick 
with me, and we'll go big places 
together. 


lt was not a hollow promise. 
Step One of Jimmy Hart's strat- 
egy was pairing the quick, aerial 
Bret with the squat, mighty Anvil 
Both men were natural athletes 
who seemed to be bred to team 
together. Almost overnight, they 
borrowed from each other's 
styles. Bret became a savvy 
brawler, capable of stunning 
opponents in the middle of a 
punchout with power moves 
Neidhart honed his scientific 
wrestling skills, executing drop- 
kicks and flying maneuvers off the 
ropes. 

Their finisher, labeled the Hart 
Attack, was enough to induce a 
coronary in any foe. Anvil would 
lower his shoulders to grip an 
adversary just above the waist in 


4 WWF Wrestling Spotig 


981 


a variation of the bear hug, then— 
still squeezing—lift the man high 
as a target for the speedy Bret's 
Tunning clothesline. 

It's a move that the Harts still 
employ, even though their former 
manager claims he has the Hart 
Attack “copyrighted.” “I should 
sue those two ingrates," the 
Mouth of the South whines. “I 
taught them the Hart Attack out of 
the goodness of my heart 
because | wanted to help those 
two nobodies get started on the 
right track—and they stole the 
idea right out of my head. | have 
documentation of the idea being 
stolen and everything! Once they 
had bled me for my ideas, they 
ditched me like an unwanted 
undershirt. You can't write a story 
about the Hart Foundation without 
Mentioning Jimmy ‘Mouth of the 
South’ Hart because I'm the man 
who made them happen.” 

Despite his current differences 
with his onetime adviser, Neidhart 
does admit that the Mouth of the 
South was helpful in the early 
days of the tandem’s career. "The 
man's a pest, and he bugged 
promoters until we got a title 


With the Mouth guiding 
their way, the Hart Foun- 
dation ran roughshod in 
the WWE. until they de- 
feated the British Bull- 
dogs for their first tag 
team title. However, they 
were helped by renegade 
referee Dangerous Danny 
Davis. At this point in 
their careers, the Harts 
spent much of their time 
In the Hart Foundation’s 
clandestine headquarters. 


shot,” Neidhart says. “And, yes, 
his unorthodox tactics did give us 
the edge in the heat of battle. 
What Hit Man and | had to learn 
was that we were good all by 
ourselves. We didn't need a leech 
like Jimmy Hart—whose only 
concern was how much money 
we could make for him—to win 
big in the World Wrestling 
Federation. 

But back in January 1987 
when the Hart Foundation chal- 
lenged then-champions the Brit- 
ish Bulldogs, the Hit Man and the 
Anvil were more than willing to 
rely on their manager to aid them 
in victory. Before the bout started, 
Jimmy Hart snuck behind Bull- 
dog Dynamite Kid and knocked 
him out with a megaphone. Refe- 
ree Danny Davis—who, it was 
later discovered, was on the 
manager's payroll—left the ring 


| into the 


seemingly to tend to the uncon- | 
scious wrestler on the arena floor. | 
Meanwhile, inside the ring, Hart 
and Neidhart had an easy time 
with the other Bulidog, Davey Boy 
Smith, double-teaming him, slic 
ing him with a double clothesline 
and setting him up for the pin 

with the Hart Attack. When Jimmy 
Hart said the moment was right, 
the referee looked away from 
Dynamite Kid and climbed back 
10 declare Hit Man 
the new champions. 


and the 


The WWF was in an uproar. 
President Tunney sus- 
pended Davis, who shocked 


everyone by becoming a wrestler 
and joining the Hart Foundation 
himself! “It was a crazy time, 
rememt Davis, who has since 
renounced his association with 
the manager and been reinstated 
as an official. “Jimmy Hart has a 
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| type of evil charisma that draws 
people in. Of course, the only 
reason he ever cared about me 
was because | could help him— 
the title in the Hart Foundation's 
hands meant big money for the 
manager. In time, | managed to 


see through the smoke. So did 
Bret and Jim." 

The seeds of dissent in the 
Hart Foundation’s camp were 
sown when Bret and Neidhart 
grew to understand the value of 
the WWF Tag Team Title. "We 
were driving ourselves to the limit, 
defending those belts every 
night,” Bret says. "We were the 
top team in the WWF, and we 
started to take pride in that. Anvil 
and | would sometimes discuss 
how we won the belts and feel 
bad about it, We wanted respect 
and knew that we'd never have it 
as long as people associated us 
with Jimmy Hart." 

Still, there was no need to 
change the program yet. The Hart 
Foundation was doing great! The 
best duos in professional wres- 
tling came at them, their hearts 
ravenous, their eyes fierce, trying 
to take the championship. Hit 
Man and Anvil fought hard, send- 
ing everyone home empty- 
handed. 

The end came in October 
1987 when—amid much behind- 
the-scenes bickering with their 
manager—the Foundation 
stepped into the ring with Rick 
Martel and Tito Santana, then 


| 

| 

| known as Strike Force. Although 

| the challengers would eventually 
break up and become bitter 
enemies, they wrestled their great- 
est match this night. The Harts 
tried to put the squabbles in their 
camp behind them, but they were 
not the same fine-tuned unit they 
had been in times past. Sensing 
this, Martel and Santana capital- 
ized on their adversaries’ weak- 
ness; the belt changed hands 
after Martel caught Neidhart in a 
Boston crab. 

Now, all the dissatisfaction with 
Jimmy Hart came to the surface. 
“Before, when we'd complain 
about his philosophy, Jimmy Hart 
would argue, ‘Hey baby, | got you 
the belts, didn't 1?’ " Anvil says. 
“But, now, we didn't have the 
belts anymore. Jimmy Hart might 
have led us to the championship, 

| but he didn't keep us there. Both 
Bret and | knew we'd be better off 

| 09 our own 

| Seeing his meal ticket slipping 
away, the manager stressed that 
the Foundation’s contract was 

| unbreakable, promising to file a 

| lawsuit if his team abandoned 
him. For a while, this tactic 
worked. As Bret Hart puts it, “We 


wanted to do our fighting in the 
wrestling ring, not in a court- 
room.” But, after WrestleMania IV, 
when Hit Man found himself 
embroiled in a series of difficult 
matches with Bad News Brown, 
the duo decided that the contract 
was secondary. "We needed to 
focus on our opponents, and we 
were spending too much time 
worrying about Jimmy Hart and 
that dumb contract," Neidhart 
says, "We just wanted to be free, 
and we no longer cared how 
much money freedom would 


3 

Well aware of the long-term 
durability of the Hart Foundation, 
the manager went to pathetic 
lengths to remain aligned with 
them, running out to ringside dur- 
ing their matches and begging 
his former protégés to reconsider, 
On at least two occasions, the 
Mouth of the South was told—in 
front of huge television audiences 
—to get lost. 

Perhaps to substitute for his 
loss, Hart recruited Jacques and 
Raymond Rougeau, another team 
adept at quickness, wrestling 
scientifics and creative brawling, 
and gave them shares of the 
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Foundation's contract. Hit Man 
and Anvil seemed indifferent 
about the financial issue, but they 
were enthusiastic about beating 
Hart's new squad and proving 
what they could do without the 
aid of a manager. 

The Hart Foundation-Rougeau 
Brothers battle raged throughout 
the United States and Canada 
and even heated up in Paris, 
France, where—remarkably—the 
crowd cheered Hit Man and Anvil 
Over their French-speaking foes. 
The climax of the rivalry was 
probably at the 1989 Royal Rum- 
ble, when the Harts teamed with 
Hacksaw Jim Duggan against the 
Rougeaus and Dino Bravo in a 
two-out-of-three-falls contest 
After splitting the first two rounds, 
the Foundation’s team got the 
nod—and the victory over Jimmy 
Hart—when Hacksaw Jim Duggan 


When the Harts lost the belts to 
Strike Force in the autumn of 
1987, they fired Jimmy Hart as a 
manager and feuded with his new 
men, the Rougeau Brothers. Still 
wanting the Mouth, they then tar- 
geted the Honky Tonk Man and 
Greg Valentine. 


whacked Bravo with the two-by- 
four, allowing Bret to score the pin 
over the blond strongman 

Jimmy Hart's vengeful mission 
continued. He sent protégés 
Honky Tonk Man and Greg “The 
Hammer’ Valentine to harm the 
Hart Foundation components. 
During a televised bout, Honky 
‘snuck behind Bret and bashed 
him with a guitar, while Valentine 
adjusted his controversial leg 
brace and locked Neidhart ina 
savage figure four. 

The Foundation initially opted 
to settle this score one-on-one. 
Since splitting with their former 
adviser, each had been romanc- 
ing the notion of going off on his 
‘own as a singles competitor, Now, 
Hit Man challenged Honky, while 
Neidhart called out Valentine 
separately for a series of bouts 

With WrestleMania V looming, 
however, the ex-titlists chose to 
Pool their resources once again 
and punish their rivals in the 
same ring, “It just made more 
sense,” Neidhart says. "We'd 
have Jimmy Hart's two goons in 
the ring at the same time, which 
meant we could humiliate two of 


his protégés in one mate 
Not surprisingly, 
the South tried to ir 
tun the bout in his favor, bu 
Hart Foundation knew all th 
manager's tricks. When Jim 
Hart left his megaphone on 
ring apron for Honky, Anvil 
instead snatched it, tossing 
Bret, who clocked the Elvis 
impersonator with the object and 
covered him for the pin 
WrestleMania V was a turning 
point,” Hit Man says. “A lot of the 
self-doubt we had went away 
there, We saw that we never 
needed a manager for anything, 
id simple, a 
liber tear, 
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Man and Anvil narrowly missed 
taking the belts from Bobby Hee- 
nan's Brain Busters. 

“Deep inside, we felt that 
SummerSlam '90 was going to 
be different,” Neidhart says. "We 
were churning with confidence.” 
That certainty was based on sev- 
eral months of spectacular suc- 
cess. The Foundation had gained 
a lightning-quick win at Wrestle- 
Mania VI over the Bolsheviks— 
with Hart pinning Boris Zhukov 
before the Russian had time to 
remove his entrance jacket—and 
enjoyed the upper hand in a 
three-way feud involving cham- 
pions Demolition and the 
Rockers. 

Experts said the SummerSlam 
face-off would decide who was 
the WWF's dominant team of the 
last five years: the resilient Harts 
or three-time champions Demoli- 
tion. To ensure that the victors 
attained their status by more than 
a fluke win, the contest was 
designated a two-out-of-three- 
falls affair. 

After Demolition took the first 
fall, with Crush lowering an elbow 
‘onto Bret Hart from the second 
rope, the Harts went on a ram- 
page. Bret endured a double- 
teaming, then started a rally by 
clothesiining Crush and tagging 
‘Out to Neidhart. Anvil barreled into 
the ring and powerslammed 
Demolition Smash, who had just 
tagged in. Moments later, Smash 
was the victim of a Hart Attack 
and pin attempt, which Crush 
could only break up by grabbing 


x 


After they had defeated a slew of 
the competition, the Foundation 
was deemed the No. 1 contender 
for Demolition’s championship. 
At SummerSlam ‘90, the Harts— 
for the second time in their 
careers—overcame Demolition to 
again become the WWF Tag Team 
Champlons. 


the referee. The official turned 
around and awarded the Founda- 
tion the second fall via disqualifi- 
cation. 

Feeling outclassed, Demolition 
resorted to biatant rulebreaking 
The third member of the squad, 
Ax, illegally entered the bout, 
replacing a weary Smash, pound- 
ing Bret outside the ring while 
Crush pummeled Neidhart. When 
Smash was sufficiently rested, he 
again changed places with Ax. To 
the fans, the Foundation seemed 
to be headed for their third Sum- 
merSlam loss in a row, but Hart 
and Neidhart claim they never 
lost hope. “It's hard to say why we 
knew, but we had this very firm 
conviction that we would pull the 
match out,” Anvil says. 

Their cause was, shockingly, 
aided by the Legion of Doom— 
embroiled in their own conflict 


with Demolition—who raced 
down the aisle, infuriated by the 
wrongdoing. While Demolition 
was distracted by the intruders, 
Neihart saw an opportunity and 
seized it. He launched himself at 
Crush, floored him and snagged 
the WWF Championship for the 
Hart Foundation, 

Every drop of pain and every 
second of turbulence now 
seemed worthwhile. Once again, 
the Hart Foundation ruled the tag 
team scene. 

However, Hart and Neidhart 
are wise enough to realize that 
there's never time for tag team 
champions to celebrate. With 
duos like Power and Glory— 
comprised of the robust Hercules 
and high-flying Paul Roma—the 
Rockers and even the Legion of 
Doom jockeying for the top spot, 
Hit Man and the Anvil wake up 
each morning prepared to expe- 
rience war at its most furious pace. 

“We've been here a long time, 
and it's never been easy," Neid- 
hart states, rubbing his goatee. 
“But, hard as it is, you don't seem 
to mind, as long as you have 
these nice, shiny belts around 
your waist.” WF 
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SPOTLIGH T* 


Talk From 
The Harts 


by Lou Gianfriddo 


HROUGH THICK 
and thin, the Hart Foundation has prospered in the WWF 
ever since arriving in 1985. Whether it be in tag team action 
or singles competition, Hit Man and the Anvil have continu- 
ally triumphed in the face of adversity, and on several occa- 


vil sions they have accomplished the seemingly impossible. 
é For example, when they took on then-WWF tag team 
titleholders Demolition at SummerSlam ‘90, a majority of 

An d wrestling experts said that the Foundation would be easy 
pickings for Smash and Crush. What's more, the experts 


also said that the Harts didn't have the necessary drive to 
Th i it M. win the match of their careers. Some analysts predicted that 
é an the Hart Foundation would never again win the WWF Tag 
Team Title without a manager. 
Te TT] It All Those prognosticators, however, would be forced to eat 
é their words, because the Harts—as they have done time 
and again—proved the critics wrong. They went into Sum- 
merSlam with a full head of steam and wrestled a spectacu- 
lar match. They gave it their all and then some, and when 
the match concluded, the Hart Foundation once again 
stood proud as WWF Tag Team Champions. 
When asked about this particular match, the Hart Founda- 
tion was eager to offer comments. According to them, this 


The Hart Foundation—Bret “Hit Man" Hart and Jim “The Anvil” 
Neidhart—has always been one of the most respected duos in the WWE. 
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The Foundation points out that 
their victory over Demolition at 
SummerSlam ‘90 for the WWF 

fag Team Championship Is an 
Inspiration. This inspiration, say 
the Harts, fuels their fire against 
such squads as Power and Glory 
and other tandems. The same 
rings true for individual action. 
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world,” Bret ex- 


Claimed, as he removed his sun- 
glasses. “Just look at the teams in 
the WWF. There's Demolition, the 
Nasty Boys and, lest we forget, 
Power and Glory, of, as | like to 
call them, Herc and Jerk. They're 
saying that they're gonna beat the 
H undation and that they're 
1a do this and that. Well, just 
me say this, Herc and Jerk. 

1 you get in the ring with us, 
you'll be in for a terminal Hart 
Attack. And that should shut your 
mouths for good.” 


“Power and Glory,” the Anvil 
bellowed. "Hercules and Paul 
‘Ive got a bad attitude’ Roma. 
You're the No. 1 contenders right 
now. But we promise you this. 
After the Hart Foundation gets 
through with you, baby, you'll 
won't be contenders. You'll be 
nobodies.” 

No one doubts that the Harts 
could validate their words if they 
manage to whack either Hercules 
or Romeo with the Hart Attack fin- 
isher. Power and Glory would 


indeed be demoted to the lower 
rankings. I's a strong possibility 
because this move, so says the 
Foundation, never fails. 

They've got a point. Over the 
years, team after team has fallen 
to the Foundation’s signature 
maneuver, and, in their viewpoint, 
many more will follow suit 

“The Hart Attack, baby, has 
always been our ace in the hole, 
said Neidhart. “It never lets us 
down. Speaking from the heart, 
baby, the Anvil's got to admit 
something. | really like that move. 
That's right, | like holding a guy 
‘over my shoulders and..." 

“Hang on, Anvil, that's where 
the Hit Man comes in,” inter- 
rupted Hart, who's regarded by 
many as having excellence of 
execution when it comes to the 
delivery of wrestling maneuvers. 

That's when | take the guy's 
head off with a clothesline. The 
Hart Attack is designed to punish 
people in a swift way. Power and 
Glory, you'll be the first to expe- 
rience it. As far as the rest of the 
WWF's tag teams go, all the Hart 
Foundation has to say is wait in 
line, because one by one you will 
all feel the Hart Attack if you 
choose to mess with us.” 

In the tag team class, the Harts 
will certainly go down in WWF 
history books as one of the great- 
est teams to have ever wrestled, 
They will also receive notable 
recognition as singles stars. 
‘Some time ago, the Anvil and Hit 
Man decided to take a break 
from the rigors of tag team wres- 


] 
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| The champlons are ready to meet 
the future and the possibilities it 
may bring. One thing Is certain. 
The Hart Foundation vows that it 
will construct its future from the 
bottom up. 


kingpin Mr. Perfect. Likewise, the 
Anvil has engaged in some 
rugged one-on-one battles. He's 
taken on such ruthless foes as 
the Barbarian and Greg Valentine 
and emerged from most of those 
confrontations as the better man. 

The Harts were quick to agree 
that wrestling in a solo capacity is 
a whole different baligame than 
competing as a team. “For some 
athletes, wrestling individually is 
the way to make it in the WWF 
the Hit Man asserted. “So the 
Anvil and | decided to give ita 
shot. Although we kicked a lot of 
butt, it really isn't our thing, 

The Anvil shared similar senti- 
ments. “Me and Bret, baby, we're 
a team, and that's where we 
belong,” Neidhart declared. 

‘Sure, we went out there and 
wrestled as singles. And we did 
all right; we beat some of the best 


tling and head out on their own. 
When they hit the singles division, 
the Hart Foundation immediately 
made big waves. 
Their individual bouts will be 

remembered for some time to 

| come in the WWF. For one, Bret 
has had some classic matches 
against such WWF superstars as 
former Intercontinental Champion 
Honky Tonk Man and current 


that the WWF has to offer. But the 
turning point came—and Bret 
would agree—at 1989's Survivor 
Series when we were placed on 
different teams. It didn't seem 
natural because here we were in 
a tag team event, and we didn't 
have each other in the corner. It 
just wasn't natural!’ 

it wasn't long before the Hart 
Foundation merged once again. 
From there, to get the attention of 
the promoters, they quickly estab- 
lished themselves by defeating 
team after team. They continued 
to do so until they finally recap- 
tured the gold 

Now the WWF Tag Team 
Champions are eagerly anticipat- 
ing the future and the bounties it 
may bring to them. They see 
themselves retaining the tag team 
title for some time and will dis- 
pense all their energies to pre- 
vent a loss. They also see their 
popularity soaring to dizzying 
heights in the ‘90s. 

Whatever the future does bring, 
say Neidhart and Hart, they will 
continue to build on their great- 
ness from “the Foundation up.” WF 
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HINK YOU | 
know all there is to know about 
the Hart Foundation? Find out by 
taking the Foundation Trivia Quiz. 

There are five categories of 
questions, followed by a special 
Tough Stuff section. The first five 
categories are for your entertain- 
ment only. There are five questions 
in each, for a total of 25. 

Award yourself a point for every 
correct answer. Anything over 20 
would make Bret and Jim proud; 
over 15, not bad. 

The final category, Tough Stuff, 
will really have you scratching 
your head. That's why we're asking 
Teaders to send in their answers 
to those five questions. 

The answers will be published 
in the next issue of WWF Wrestling 
Spotlight, along with the names of 
the first five readers who come up 
with all the answers. They'll receive 
a free membership to the WWF 
Fan Club. 
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THE FIRST TITLE 

1 When the Hart Foundation took the WWF Tag 
Team Title for the first time on the eve of Wres- 
tleMania III, who was in their corner? 

2 They wrested the title from what twosome who 
were joined in the ring by their dog? 

3 The decisive blow in the match was executed 
by Bret “Hit Man” Hart. What was it? 

4 What controversial official oversaw the match? 

5 A week later, WWF President Jack Tunney 
made what announcement regarding that 
referee? 


ANVIL ACTS: 
6 What Nevada city was the birthplace of Jim 
“The Anvil” Neidhart? 
7 Neidhart outweighs Bret Hart by approxi- 
mately 25, 45 or 65 pounds? 
8 What's Neidhart's trademark move? 
9 Neidhart and Hart generally appear in what 
colors? 
10 What kind of beard does Neidhart sport? 


A SECOND TITLE 
11 The Harts recaptured 
the WWF Tag Team 
Title at SummerSlam 
'90 by defeating Demo- 
lition, who were short 
‘a member to begin 
the bout 


Which member of the team was missing? 

12 Who won the first of the three falls? 

13 The third Demolition member appeared after 
the second fall and hid where? 

14. Just when it appeared all was lost for the Hart 
Foundation, who came to their rescue? 


15 Who pinned whom to give the Harts their 
second title? 


BRET BITS 

16 From where does Bret Hart hail? 

17 Hart's father was also a wrestler. What's his 
first name? 

18 Hart refers to himself as “the excellence” of 
what? 

19 What's his favorite finisher? 

20 The Bret Hart sunglasses advertised in the 
WWF Catalog retail for $5.95, $6.95 or $9.95? 


HISTORY IN THE MAKING 

21 At WrestleMania VI in Toronto, the Hart Foun- 
dation took on what twosome, winning in 
quick order? 

22 What object did Bret use to brain the Honky 
Tonk Man at WrestleMania V, sending the Hart 
Foundation on to victory? 

23 At WrestleMania IV, the Harts took part in an 
over-the-top battle royal that involved how 
many grapplers? 

24 The Hart Foundation was involved in a six- 
man tag team bout at WrestleMania Ill. Who. 
joined them in the ring for that bout (against 
the British Bulldogs and Tito Santana) 

25 At WrestleMania 2, Hit Man and Anvil were 

featured in a battle royal that included several 

NFL stars. The eventual winner disposed of 

both! Hart Foundation members. Who was 

that 


TOUGH STUFF 

(Send answers to WWF Magazine, 

PO. Box 3859, Stamford, CT 06905. 

Postcards only, please.) 

a) Bret Hart was the subject of a 
previous WWF Wrestling Spot- 
light. In what volume number was 
he featured? 

b) What month in 1990 did the Hart 
Foundation appear on the cover 
of WWF Magazine? 

c) How did Jim Neidhart earn his 
nickname, the Anvil? 

d) When were Hit Man and Anvil 
born (day and month)? 

‘) Where did the bout in which they 
captured the tag team title for the 
first time take place? 


‘MERCHANDISE | 
| CATALOG 
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ULTIMATE WARRIOR’ \ 


A. NEW! Ultimate Warrior T-Shirt 

Ultimate Warrior comes alive on this white 50/50 cotton/ 
poly blend T-shirt. This shirt is destined to be a favorite 
among all Warriors. Made in USA. Priced at..$15.95 
01-00657 small 01-0659 large 

01-00658 medium 01-0660 x-large 


B. NEW! Ultimate Warrior Shorts 

Astriking fluorescent Ultimate Warrior logo makes these 
black biker shorts sizzle. Made in the USA of a 50/50 
Cotton/poly blend with an elastic drawstring waistband 
fora perfect fit. Team them with your favorite Warrior T- 
shirt on this page and on page 7 for the ULTIMATE look! 
Priced at .. oeseeee $17.95, 


06-00155 smal ) 
06-00156 medium ) 
06-00157 large ) 
06-00158 = x-large (40°-42") 


C. Ultimate Warrior Belt Pack 

Let the Ultimate Warrior protect your keys, money, and 
valuables in this 13° x 4 1/2" x 3° belt pack. Features 
Zippered pocket, adjustable web waistband and Ultimate 
Warrior's logo imprinted on neon green super-durable 
nylon. 25-0107 ... ES 


‘= 


Ultimate Warrior Arm Tie Set 
Now you, too, can feelas pow- 
erful as the Ultimate Warrior 4 
When you wrap these ties 
around your arms! Made in 
USA, 25 inches of acrylic tub- 
ing with the Warrior's logo, each 
set includes 2 arm ties in neon pink 
or green. Priced at .........$3.95 
03-00118 Neon Green Arm Tie Set 
03-0011 Neon Pink Arm Tie Set 


E. Ultimate 
Warrior Neon 
Wristband Set 
Add to your collec- 
tion of Warrior wrist- 
bands with the hot look 
ofneon. Each setincludes 
twoneon pinkandtwoneon 
Green wristbands imprinted 
with the Ultimate Warrior's 
name. Made in USA. 

03-00114 «$5.95 


D.. Hulk Hogan Python Power Painter's Cap > 
We've updated our most popular red painter's 
cap with the Hulk Hogan Python Power 


A. 
Hulk 
Hogan 
Pillow 
Decorate your 
roominthe spirit 
of Hulk Hogan's 
Python Power with 
this 22°x22" pillow. Made 

of 100% polyester fiberfill with 
a white acetate cover pioturing Hulk Hogan in full 
color, Made in USA. 00110 ... $14.95 


your 


c. Hulk Hogan Shorts 
These Hulk Hogan shorts re the latest in Hulkamania 
fashion. In black with a bold red logo. Made in the 
USA of a 50/50 cotton/poly blend with an elastic 
drawstring waist for a comfortable fit. Wear them 
with our Hulk-styled T-shirt on this page and our 
Hulk Hogan T-shirt on page 6 for the look tat says 
Hulkamania lives forever. Priced at a 
-00150 small (28'-30') 06-0151 medium & 3) 
152 large (36°38) 
155 xem 


E. 
Bring the Hulkster with you when you ride 


mall with the Hulk Hogan belt pack. It features a 
zippered pocket and an adjustable web waistband. 

Made of nylon in bright yellow with a red Hulk Rules ine 
25-00108 ... $9.95 


ogo. Topped off with the WWE* logo 
in yellow, adjustable strap to fit 
all. American made. 
02-00125..........87. 


Hulk Hogan Belt Pack 


bike, work out at the gym or go to the 


4B. Hulk-Styled T-Shirt 

Feel the strength of Hulk Hogan when you wear this hand-cut 50/50 

Cotton/poly blend T-shirt. Features a colorful lifelike image of Hulk, a 

‘must-have for are Hulkamaniac! Made in USA. 

Le at 515.95, 
1-00542 


large 


F. Hulk Hogan Python 
Power Bandana 
Wear the 

Hogan 

with 

our 

22'x22" 

cotton/ 

poly blend 
bandana. In 

red with Hulk 
Hogan Python 


. latest in Hulk 
apparel 


Power logo in 
bright yellow. 
Comes with instruc- 
tions on how to wear it 
just like the Hulkster. 
Made in USA. 
03-0011 


A. Littl 
Made just for tie warriors ages 1-¢, WAN Ah AY 
Yrs, oft our palnors Cap is 100% Lv FY f 
cotton in neon green with a power- tht) 
fulWarrior logo on thefrontand OP 
logo on top. Adjustable 
Ee ed made. 


a 


Fal tan a aa eS pn 
fave hours of playtime fun with our Jake The Snake’ Roberts 

te Vind coloring dol olor, wash and color it again! This sft 
iber-filled doll comes complete with non-toxic 
ite rane eves markers. Create your own EaesiMaosanee le /our favorite 

handwoven in a colorful ‘of WWF superstar. Instructions included. Made in USA, ma- 
‘ns with the names of your favor- chine washable. Recommended for ages 4+. 16-00153 D> 


ite Wi superstars. Cale! sks Seabee 

Priced at noe $2.95 each 
2-00106 Hulkamania __12-00108 Jake The Snake" Roberts 
2-00107 Ultimate Warrior 12-00110 Bi 1S 
2-00111 Big Boss Man 12-00109 Legion of Doom 


V! Little Hulkster Infant Set 
For your favorite Little Aikster, ‘ur infant set includes a T- = 
shirt, diaper cover and it "Hitman" Hart T-Shirt 
socks. Made of 50/50 our ‘neon pink oversized Hitman tee is perfect for fans of all 
cotton/poly with red ages. Made in the USA of 50 cotton/50 poly, wear it 
Jogos, comingor nightshirt, or to the beach and pool along wi 
Qoing, little ones can let Sunglasses on page 10 fora Took wit ‘with Ha Apes a Fits All. 
all know that Hulksters 104 $19.95 
Rule! Packaged asa set G. NEW! WWF Hair Accessories 
vertect te on ‘giving. The WWE brings you the latest in hair fashion with your 
fan v favorite WWF superstars, the Ultimate Warrior, Bret 'Hitman* 
Priced at ae 17.95 Hart and the Rockers, Each in a bright summertime color, 
06-00159-12 months ‘wear one, two orall three! Made in USA of 50 cotton/50 poly. 
06-00160-18 months bn al eacl 
06-00161-24 months 


D. WWF Wrestling Buddies 
Bonk ‘em! Bop ‘ont Hug ‘em! Put the real wrestling moves on the WWF Wrestling 
Buddies. Featuring your favorite WWF superstars, Ultimate Warrior, Million Dollar Man 
Ted DiBiase, Macho King Randy Savage and Hulk Hogan. 22" tall, totally soft and tough 

enough to stand up to kids’ fu 
- and tumble action. For ages 
3 and over, machine 
washable. Priced at 
$19.95 each 


0 
Bret Hitman’ Hart -14-00103 


— 


16-00151 
Ultimate 


16-00152 
Million Dollar Man 
Warrior ea Dib 


DiBiase 


H. Hulk Rules Teddy Bear 

We've updated your favorite teddy bear 
vnih he Hak Aus wresting ou ste 
Hulk's. 15° tall, made of 100% acrylic 
Blush e's ready to step into the ring! 
16-001: $19.95> 


1. Ultimate Warrior Teddy Bear 
This teddy bear is ready for action 
with his wrestling attire, arm ties 
and mask just like the Ultimate 
Warrior's, 15° tall, made of soft 
100% acrylic plush, he is the 
‘ULTIMATE bear. 


16-00148 $19.95> 


J. NEW! WWF Superstars Coloring 

Poster Pen Set | te like the superstars of the Hh wath our Hulk 

Color your 10 favorite WWF super We: n, Ultimate Warrior and WWF youth-sized 
rs on this 14° x 20° poster board. —s T-shirts. Allin black and made in the USA of a50/ 
Each side is filled with canis just 7 50 cotton/poly blend. Priced at $11.95, 
waiting to come to life. cane T r Hulk Wartior WWE 

six non-toxic felt-tip peeing Youth Size6-8S  01-00586 01-00590 01-00598 

youtown calor 00 cat ior Youth Size 8-10M 01-0587 01-0051 01-0059 

langing. Made in z y Youth Size 10-12 L_ 01-00588 01-00592 01-00600 

40-009 95 each Youth Size 12-14 XL 01-0589 01-0593 01-0601 

L. Youth-Sized Shorts..... Match our WWF shorts with your favorite WWF 

T-shirt for the coolest look around. These black 50/50 cotton/poly shorts 

have an elastic drawstring waistband for a comfortable fit. A must for all 

a) a young World Wrestling Federation fans! Made in USA. Priced at $14.95 

Youth Size 6-8$  06-00145 Youth Size 10-12L 06-00147 

Youth Size 8-10M 06-00146 Youth Size 12-14 XL 06-00148 


16-00149 - , 
Hulk Hogan Px 


wv 


small 01-00652 medium 01-00653 


large 01-00654 x-large 01-00655 


small 01-00637 medium 01-00638 small 01-00627 medium 01-00628 
large 01-00639 x-large 01-00640 large 01-00629 x-large 01-0630 


2 4 y 
small 01-0647 medium 01-00648 


6. : ee Hines small 01-00550 medium 01-00551 
large 01 x-large 


large 01-00552 x-large 01-00553 


small 01-00594 medium 01-00595 z small 01-00664 medium 01-00665 W 
large 01-0596 x-large 01-00597 large 01-00666 x-large 01-00667 . 


small 01-00642 medium 01-0643 | 
large 01-00644 x-large 01-0645 Wr 


Collect and wear your 

favorite stars of the WWF 

with these 50/50 

cotton/poly blend 

American-made 
T-shirts. 


515.95 each 


wW 


small 01-0678 medium  01-00679 
large 01-0680 


7. 


E. WWF Sports Bag 

The ultimate carry-all bag! A roomy 18° x9" with adhesive- 
close side pockets, web handles and adjustable shoulder 
strap. In black with a bold two-sided WWF logo, plus royal 
blueandyellow trimmed sides 

Made of super-sturdy PVC- 

backed nylon 

25-00106 .....$17.95 


A. Hulk Rules Wall Hanging 

This 40°x45" neon yellow wall hanging features a powerful 

image of the Hulkster, complete with Hulk Rules logo and 

signature. 100% acetate, perfect for hanging on walls, 
windows or framing. American made. 11-00107 ..$9.95 c. Ultimate Warrior Necklace 

Display the WWF champion proudly around 

four neck with our Ultimate Warrior necklace. 


WWF Superstars Plastic Cup Set Ili ‘aken from an actual full-color photo, 36" royal 
‘Add our third series of 3 blue lanyard included. A look that’s sure to 
four giant 32-02. fluted spread like Warrior wildfire! 13-00104 $4.95 


plastic cups to your col- 
lection, Featuring the best 

in tag team action: Legion 
of Doom, the Rockers, 
Bushwhackers and Demolition. 
Each cup is top-rack dish- 
Washer safe and proudly dis- 
plays the WWE logo. Made in 
USA. 19-00117........$4.95 . 


Paina 


a 


D. WWF Trading Card Album Set 
The latest WWF trading card series features the History of 
WrestleMania on 150 collectible cards. Protect your collection 
with the official WWF three-ring royal blue binder complete with 
10 polypro nine-pocket pages. A must for World Wrestling 
Federation fans of all ages. Made in USA 
89-00135 $17.95 


&. K. NEW 
WWF Superstars 
Autographed Picture 


Set V 

Our fifth set of 8x10 full- 
color autographed photos 
includes Ultimate Warrior, 
Texas Tornado, Legion of 
Doom and Macho King 
Randy Savage. Perfect to 
collect and display. 
89-00132 ....$4.95 


are ed Lent a Pillowcases peo. Ha NEW 

ee your favorite WWF superstars right in your own bed- c 

room each day with our American-made 50/60 cotton/poly WWF aetacieeeat kite is 
blend pillowcases. The Ultimate Warrior and Legion of decorated with WWF super- 
Doom come to you in full view on these white stars and ready to fly! See 
20°x30' pillowcases with vibrant Hulk Hogan, Ultimate Warrior, 


accents, "Machine washable 

Package dalagiigually Bass ManandoeTograke 

Friced at $7.86 exeh. Roberts soar through the sky 

iinet ator tie with our 42°x22" keel-con- 

ree (cae trolled kite. Recommended 
forages 4+. Kite string 


Pillowcase 
#27-00115 and kite handle 


|, WWF Fringed Belts 

Our line of WWF Championship Belts is now complete with styles for the WWF Champion, 

Intercontinental Champion and Tag Team Champion. Each belt is American-made, 

41 3/4 x 3°, made of foam and plastic plates emblazoned with the championship title and 
, F logos. Now 


Le you can hold 
 _eachtitle, making 
yourself the best 


WWF Champion 

ever! Instructions in- 

cluded. Priced at 
$13.95 each. 
06-00125 WWF 
Championship Belt 

06-0138 WWF Intercontinental Belt 

06-00149 NEW! WWF Tag Team Belt L 


L. Ultimate Warrior Neon Wall Hanging > 
The power of the Ultimate Warrior comes alive on this neon green, 
100% acetate, silkscreened wall hanging. 40° x 45°, made in USA. 
a striking addition to any room, 11-0105 


J 
> 


J. NEW! WWF Stationery Set 

Let WWF superstars personalize all your correspondence with our 
WWF stationery set. Each set comes complete with 36 sheets of 
ote paper: 12 each of Hulk Hogan, Ultimate Warrior and Jake The 
Snake" Roberts in full-color action poses taken right from the ring, 
Complete with six matching envelopes for each WWF superstar. 
Printed in the USA. 89-00137 $11.95 per set 


We 
c. WWF 
White Twill 
Baseball Hat 
Made of 100% cotton c. 
{will with adjustable strap, 
Inwhitewith ourblue-and-gold 
WWF logo. The perfect look for spring 
and summer. Made in USA, 02-0011 


Dd. WWF Neon T-Shirt 

Feel the heat of the WWF with our fluorescent T- 
shirts. Made in USA, this 50/50 cotton/poly blend 
shirt has a vibrant WWF logo on the front in hot 
summer colors plus a WWF logo on the sleeve in 
puff print for that extra sizzle. 

Priced at . $19.95 each 
Neon Green T-shiri One size fits all 01-0062 
Neon Orange T-shirt One size fits all 01-00614 


$9.95 


A. Big Boss Man Hat 
Justice won't be served until you wear this 
black poly/mesh baseball hat designed espe- - 
cially for the Big Boss Man. Made in USA, \ 
features the Big Boss Man's logo, with ad- D. 
justable strap to fit all 

$9.95, 


B. Bushwhackers Baseball Cap 
Look as wacky as Luke and Butch in our 
camoutlage poplin baseball cap, Features 
the Bushwhackers’ logo in bright orange 
adjustable strap to fit all. American made. 
ssi nipttrenee .. $9.95 


E. Bret “Hitman” Ra 


Hart Sunglasses 
Now you can own the same sunglasses that Bret "Hitman" Hart 
wears. Made of tough, scratch-resistant mylar coating, they block 
out 99.7% ultraviolet light. Adjustable strap, Made in USA. 

17-0106 ... $5.95 


\ POSTERS 


ULTIMATE 
wal * 
awe RRIOR 
‘Superstar 
Posters 
All. New! 
23°x35" full- 


color posters 
of your 
favorite WWF 
superstars. 
Made in USA. 


$5.95 each 


New! Hulk Hogan 10-00180 


New! Texas Tornado 10-0192 


New! Big Boss Man 10-0182 


See my | 
“ULTIMATE” tank 
> top on page 7. 
SS 
> 
KC 
Ys 


11. 


Ultimate Warrior 
Larger-Than-Life Poster 


This 24" x 76" larger-than-life poster 
of Ultimate Warrior is the cham- 
pion of room-decor. So lifelike; 
he leoks_as, if_he’s“teadly to 
spread Warriorwildfirein your 
home! / Printed-in the USA, 
Hang itinyourroom, onthe 
back. of your door, ‘any- 
where, it's the ULTIMATE! 


10-00183 ...,. $9.95 
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To all WWF Fans: 


This edition of the Official WWF Merchandise 
Catalog brings with it several exciting changes. 
See our new order form, which makes ordering a 
breeze and includes offers for sizzling summertime 
sale specials. In response to the overwhelming re- 
quests from our fans, we are proud to introduce our new 
line of youth-sized clothing. And remember, call our 
Customer Service Department at (203) 353-2800* with any 
questions and to hear about the latest in new products and 
sale specials. 


Sincerely, | 


dhuhy Odin 


Shirley Adams ©) apenas oe 1 Tee np eee 


HULK HOGAN 


The Wilcoxes were 
having some problems 
around the neighborhood... 
Until the ultimate 
security system landed 
in their backyard. 


iittttttinttetettttarettttt 
SUBURBAN COMMANDO 
No home should be without one. 
cvesomerunuene  COMing Soon To A Theatre Near You. cies cea 


An overview 


who are mirror ima 
another. The 
Demolition, for instance, look s 
much alike that Smash and Cru 


freely switch places 

of battle as it's hard tell them 
apart. Kato and Tanaka of the 
Orient Expre 


lar physiques, t 
martial arts back 

Rockers Shawn N 
Marty Jannetty share 
wheeling, rock 'n’ rc 
addition to having a synchronized 
repertoire. Bushwhackers Luke 
and Butch are cousins b 
and brothers in the 
cle. And the only way to distin- 
Quish Hawk and Animal of the 
Legion of Doom is by the cuts of 
their mohawks and the lines of 
their face paint. Unlike the others, 
two-time WWF Tag Team Cham- 
pions Bret "Hit Man" Hart and 
Jim "The Anvil” Neidhart will 
never be mistaken for twins in or 
out of the ring. 

‘We don''t fit the mi 
hart likes to point out, reinforci 
the consensus that the Hart 
Foundation's departure from the 
standardized image of a WWF tag 
team has contributed to 
phenomenal success. 

it's not the only thing that gives 
us the edge, but it certainly helps, 
Anvil continues. “I think a lot of tag 
teams have gotten too compla- 


Neid- 


cent in wrestling, to tell you the 
truth. Instead of training to wrestle 
two individuals, they train to wres- 
tle one man and his double. Hit 
Man and | are as dedicated to 
one another as any tag team in 
WF history, but we're both 
dependent too. That allows each 


of us to discover things on our 
own and bring it into our general 
strategy for the good of the team. 
Growing up in a wrestling family, 
Hart witnessed the breakup of 
many a squad because its mem- 
bers relied on each other too 
much. “There was a dependence 
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but not respect,” he recalls. "Each 
man fed off 'er for survival. 
But, alone, th e in big trouble. 


Anvil and 
rough it 


ch know how to 
e—if you remember, 
nays for a while to 
wrestle in singles competition. But 
get together, all that 
ge we picked uj 
we were apart is used to our 
benefit. It helps us build a de- 
fense and fine-tune our offense. 
When they are surrounded by 

unfriendly forces, Hart and Neid- 
hart know exactly how to remedy 
the situation, Hit Man may go to 
the mat, sweep his opponent 
down the canvas and tie him up 
with armlocks and legholds until 
he's screaming for mercy. Neid- 
hart is more apt to exercise his 
strength, effortlessly scooping a 


The Hit Man is recognized as 
possibly the most technically 
gifted wrestler in the World Wres- 
Uing Federation and displays this 
fact by trapping foes in small 


packages, Neidhart is a power- 
house who prefe 
adversa 
teat 


to blast his 

s with bodyslams. As a 
, the Hit Man and the Anvil 
tually untouchable. 


m like the types 
ly together. Hart 
nor, with long 
city to city 
nplative, keep- 
hts. By con- 
tra , goat 
king with 
3 into con- 
y 3 from 


is ser 


e ies fron 


e ff-base, 


ached groun 
hart materializes to leve 
a robust dropkick 

sionally, Hit Man will fat 
foe, tag An It 


him onto the hap 


ened adve 
tag Hart, s 
across a bent knee ar 
ut of the way a 
crash down from 


ry over his st 
m the unfortunate 


a little bit extreme,” observes 
WWF Superstars of Wrestling 
nmentator Rowdy Roddy 
always letting those 
in his head, spinning 
Neidhart’s thinking 
rybody his 
sleeping 
But the 
gether, 


his ice 
Out loud, 
opinions, even 
when he starts talk 
beauty of this team i 
they have this chemistry. They just 
melt into one and boil over onto 
everybody who dares to step in 
their path. It's their differences 
that make them strong. It's their 
differences that make them 
champions, bubba." 

‘Apparently, both men realized 
they had enormous potential 
when they first met. Before they 
ever exchanged words, Hart and 
Neidhart had each kept a keen 
eye on one another. 

“Hit Man's qualities just jump 
out at you,” Neihart says. "He's 
so quick between those ropes 
and so comfortable with getting 


Bret is a wrestler who targets a 
certain body part and stays on it 
for a while. If he happens to 
weaken an arm, then Bret will 

in with an armbar, However, 
Neidhart likes to keep up the 
tempo of a confrontation. By 
doing so, it allows his opponent 
more room for error, and when 
that happens, the Harts are at 
their deadliest. Upon seeing their 
opponent groggy or fumbling 
over his feet, the Hart Foundation 
then moves in quickly and cuts 
the victim down with the Hart 
Attack clothesline, 
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the job done. | guess that comes 
from growing up in a wrestling 
family. Technically, he can teach a 
20-year veteran a few things. | 
know that | learned more than a 
few crucial wrestling lessons by 
just watching him, 

Hart's reaction to his future 
partner was not much different. "I 
remember watching Jim in a sin- 
gles match,” he says. "| had 
heard a lot about him, particularly 
the way he got his nickname, 
winning a world championship in 
the anvil toss. He was so incredi- 
bly strong. | swear to you, he’s as 
powerful as a guy like the Warlord 
orthe Earthquake when he's really 
turning up the steam. At the time, 
my career was pretty uncertain, 
and | envied Anvil. | thought if | 
could borrow on some of the 
things he had, | could really go 
places." 

Eventually, the pair decided to 
do just that. They'd poo! their var- 
ied resources into one unit and 
conquer the wrestling world. Hart 
helped his partner master the 
scientifics of wrestling, and Neid- 
hart coached Hit Man on how to 
get the most might from his body 
weight. After their workouts, they 
would discuss the psychology of 
pro wrestling. Bret taught his 
teammate how to concentrate on 
the job at hand, even when the 
battle seemed to be raging out of 
control. And Neidhart instilled in 


his 
sary 
past the place your opr 
willing to g 

tis inte ‘] 
Foundati aC 
no W 
each 
be the one 
ing away at 
sary with the speed 
Meanwhile, Neidhart w 
cool head, sticking 
book and bewildering an oppo: 
nentwith a shoulderblock followed 
by a suplex 

Both say their quick in 
change of techniques wa 
in those early strategy se 


ail 
ver 


ACTS 6) Ri 

SECOND TITLE 11) Ax 

pinned BRET BITS 16 

10) $5.95. HISTORY IN THE MAKING 


Answers To Big Boss Man 
Trivia Tough Stuff 
TOUGH STUFF a 


second, 
they can't be trus 
lanche. 


Winners of Spotlight 
Vol. 10 Tough Stuff 


When they combine their differ 
ent wrestling styles in the 
the Hart Foundation makes an 

duo, capable of beat 
am on any gly 


Joubt every wrestler knows 
Adds Anvil, “Those 
the very begi 
and helped us hurdle the obs 
cles that came later on. When we 
3d to break free from Jimmy 
agement, Hit Man and 
thought and acted as one and 
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Over'thé years, the Foundation 
has seen its share oftough 
iches—vielding some Impres- 
sive yictorles as well as some 
depressing defeats. With that in 
mind, WWF Wrestling Spotlight 
dedicates thls special photo 
essay 10.0ne Of theigreatest WWF 
Tag Team Champions of alltime, 
the Hart Foundation 
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When they're not battling 
other WWF tag teams, the 
Hart Foundation enjoys the 
great outdoors. Both Neid- 
hart and Hart feel a close- 
ness with the land and 
relish the opportunities to 


experience the joy of nature. 
The Hit Man, for one, has 
always felt drawn to the 
beauties of the natural 
world, Fortunately for him, 
he was born and raised — 
and still lives— in Calgary, 
Alberta, Canada. Alberta, 
site of Banff and Jasper 


Bret Hart and Jim Neidhart are avid outdoorsmen 
and often participate in outdoor activities when 
they're not in the ring. 
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is one of the most picturesque 
provinces in all of Canada, and 
Bret really loves it 

He also loves the spacious 
lands and unspoiled nature of th 
49th state, Alaska. The Hit Man 
traveled to Alaska in 1989, as was 
recorded in the November issue 
of WWF Magazine that same year. 
In that article, the Hit Man opened 
up and told of his love for the out- 
door life, especially in Alaska. 

One of the most memorable 
moments of that trip, Bret later 
said, was when he scoped out 
the Portage Glacier near the city 
of Anchorage. It was there that 
the Hit Man witnessed the glacier 
going through the natural calving 
process. During this phenomen- 
‘on, Bret saw large clusters of ice 
break away from the glacial wall 
and fall into the lake below. 

Til probably never have the 
opportunity to see such a thing 
again,” the Hit Man tells Spotlight. 

It was an awesome sight. The 
calving of the Portage Glacier 
stands out in the Hit Man's mind 
almost as vividly as when the Hart 
Foundation first captured the 
WWF Tag Team Title 

Another Alaskan experience 
that the Hit Man remembers well 
is when he panned for gold near 
the Crow Creek Mine. Bret, who 
studied the natural and political 
history of Alaska extensively as a 


teenager, described for us how 
the first claims in the mine were 
made all the way back in 1897 
and that excavations there con- 
tinued into the early 1940s. 

Knowing so much about the 
Crow Creek Mine, the Hit Man 
decided to use his own hands 
and pans in order to retrieve the 
precious metal. According to the 
Hit Man, he likes to hunt for gold, 
because gold, so he says, is what 
makes the WWF go around 

‘A gold WWF championship 


In 1989, Bret traveled to Alaska 
and was captivated by its startling 
natural beauty. After panning for 
gold near the Crow Creek Mine, 
the Hit Man visited the city of 
Anchorage and its outlying wood- 
lands. From there, he went to see 
2 historical monument, the Potter 
Section House. 
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Sectio 
t Bret marveled at 
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yed there, which at 
was the backbone of 
iskan railroad. In fact, 
the Al railroad system, Bret 
says, di back to the early 
1900s and was one of the most 
efficient means of transportation 
in Alaska for many years. 

I'l take Alaska anytime,” Bret 
asserts. “There's no other place 
quite like it on Earth 

According to Bret's partner, the 
Anvil, there's no other place like 
Lake Okeechobee in central Flor- 
ida to experience largemouth 
bass fishing. He, too, is an avid 
admirer of nature, and bass fish: 
ing, he says, is the best way to 
enjoy the great outdoors. 
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casting reel 
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‘Weather plays a big part in 

bass activity,’ he explained. 

‘Luckily for the Anvil, baby, a cold 
front is moving through tonight, so 
the bass are real active, espe- 
cially near this cover and in the 
shallows. Here goes a cast near 
that weed point” 

Just when the lure hit the sur- 
face of the water, it was devoured 
by a monstrous lunker. Quickly, 
the largemouth shot down into 
the depths. However, the Anvil— 
being the seasoned angler that 
he is—kept his rod tip high and 
began to play the fish. He let the 
drag go a bit and then started to 
retrieve at a steady pace, making 
certain not to “horse” the bass 
out of the water. 

His face a mixture of excite- 
ment and concentration, the Anvil 
shouted, "He ain't going any- 
where, baby. Only place he’s 
going is in my live well. 

But the lunker refused to be 
caught. Once again, it swam 
downward and moved its body 
every which way in order to break 
the line. Still, the Anvil battled 
back, and after a spectacular dis- 
play of “tail dancing"—in which 
the bass breaks the water and 
propels itself on its tail—he 
brought it up to the side of the 
boat and landed it 

Not wasting a second, the Anvil 
weighed the bass on a smalll dig- 
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ital scale, which he has as an 
accessory on his boat 

“Twelve pounds, one ounce,” 
said a happy Neidhart. “But this 
‘one, baby, this one didn't get 
away, just like the opponents of 
the Hart Foundation don't get 
away either!” WF 


The Anvil is a seasoned angler and 
knows how to play a fish like a 
Bassmaster's pro. On this occa- 
sion, the burly WWF superstar 
landed 2 12-pound-1-ounce large 
mouth lunker on a Rattletrap jig. 
What a catch! 
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